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This imemalional Search Report has t>een prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy Is toeing transmitted to the international Bureau. 



This Intomational Search Report consists of a total of 



sheets. 



fxl It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



2. 
3, 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international appfication in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under mis item. 

I I The intemationaJ search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the intemafional ^}plication furnished to 
' this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. Q vinih regard to any iHicleotldeandforamirio acid sequence disclosed in the internal 
I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box 11). 

I I Unity of invention is lacking (see Box lil). 



4. With rsgard to the title, 

pTj the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

P] the toxt has been established by this Authority to read as toliows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[x1 the text is approved as sufcmiitted tyy the applicant 

rn Vhe text has been estat>fished, accordir^ to Rule 38.2(b). by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may. within one month firom the date of mailing of this intemationai search repori submit comments to this Authority. 



6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to t>e published wah the abstract Is Rgure No. 

as suggested tiy the applicant 



as selected by this Authority, because the applicant faOed to suggest a figure. 



I I as selected ty this Authoiity, tiecause this figure heVtm characterizes the invention, 
b. none^ttiefiguresis to be puk>Sshed with the abstract 
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A. CLASSfFtCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 E06C7/42 



Accofding to Intemafional Pai enI C tassfflcailon (iPC) or to botti natk)na1 dassfflcation and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documantalion saarctied (dasstTication system toBoiMed by dassiUcalion symbols) 

IPC 7 E06C 



DoGumamalkm seafctied other than mnimum documentaUon to the extent that such documents are btduded in the aelds searched 



Electronic data base oonsutted during the international search (name of data base and, wtvere practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Caation of document. ¥Vfih incficotion. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dalm No. 



us 5 915 498 A (FIGLIUZZI ET AL) 
29 June 1999 (1999-06-29) 

column 3, line 28 - column 4, line 4; 
figure 1 

US 1 496 201 A (BAXTER CHARLES E) 
3 June 1924 (1924-06-03) 



I- 5,8. 

II- 13, 
28-30 



1-3,5,8, 

9,13,14, 

17-19, 

24,26. 

28-30 



page 1, line 93 
1,2,4,7,8 



- page 2, line 54; figures 



-/- 



m 



Further documents are Rsted in the continuation of tx>x C. 



El 



Patent family members are listed In annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents : 

'A* document defining the general stale of ttte art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

*E* eafferdocumenl but pubUehed on or after tlw International 
filing dale 

"L* document which may throw doutits on priorify claim(s) or 
wtiich is cied to estat>ish the put>ficauon dale of another 
citation or other spedai reason <as spedHed) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhttdUon or 
oitier means 

"P* document put>r6hed prior to the Intemational fiing date iHrt 

later than (he priority date claimed 



*T* later document published after the Intemationai filing dale 
or priority date and not in conflict wtih the application but 
died to understand tha principle or theoiy undertyRigIhe 
invention 

*X* document of particular relevance; the dabned invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot t>e considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

*Y* document of partlcutar relevarx»; the claimed tnventbn 

cannot be constdered to involve an inventive step when tfie 
document Is combined %vtlh one or more other such docu- 
mems, sud) oomtiination tieing obvious to a peieon sidled 

in the art 

dcxaiment member ol the same pat&xt family 



Dale of ttie actual oompletion of the international search 



24 May 2005 



Date of maling of ttie Intemalional search report 



01/06/2005 



Name and maifing address of the ISA 

European Palerd Office. P.B. 5616 Palentlaan 2 
f^L - 2280 MV R^Wlk 
Tel (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: (+31-70) 34(V*3016 



Authorized officer 



Demeester, J 
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